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cause of scandal since the time of its residence at Avignon. Like
other princes, the pope had to keep up an increasingly expensive
court and administrative staff, and since he was no longer able
to collect taxes from the subjects of his own states, he used his
spiritual power as a means of raising revenue. He demanded
a payment from those ecclesiastics upon whom he conferred a
benefice - that is, the revenue attached to the function of bishop,
abbot, canon, or parish priest, the nomination to which he had
reserved to himself (a process known as 'reservation'); if the
benefice was not vacant, he sold the promise of it (graces expecta-
tives). In virtue of his power of dispensing from observance of
the rules of the Church, he would grant, in return for a payment,
a dispensation from the duty of residence, thus rendering possible
the accumulation (cumul) of several benefices. Thanks to the dues
payable in connection with suits brought before the papal court
at Rome, he used his courts of justice as a source of revenue and
raised money through his chancellery by means of taxes on pon-
tifical acts. He received money from the laity for dispensations
from the observance of fasts, Lent, and marriage within the pro-
hibited degrees, and for indulgences - that is, dispensations from
the penances incurred by sin.
The schism was brought to an end by an abnormal and revolu-
tionary procedure which clearly illustrated the weakening of the
papal power. This was the work of two councils, meeting outside
France, which assumed the mission of reforming the Church.
The Council of Constance, held in 1416, forced the popes to abdi-
cate and, taking the place of the cardinals, elected a new pope.
The Council of Basel, in 1431, proclaimed that the supreme au-
thority of the Church in matters of faith resided in the council, and
that the pope's decisions were irrevocable only if approved by the
council. This doctrine, which was adopted in France by the king
and clergy and formulated in a solemn act, known as the Trag-
matic Sanction' of 1439, remained till the nineteenth century the
foundation of the teaching of the Gallican (that is, French)
Church.
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We possess no records informing us of the number of the popula-
tion except a census of households taken in 1328 throughout the

